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Editorial 
Crrricisms of the Library Association have no value which do not 
take account of all the circumstances. We are told that for some 
ears past nothing constructive for librarianship or for its technique 
ne been done. correspondent Callimachus makes this assertion 
by implication on another page. It must be remembered, however, 
that until quite recently the Library Association was a very small 
body which exercised an influence out of all proportion to its size 
and income. It has grown by direé&t membership and by affiliation in 
an extraordinary manner in the past year, a result which is due to 
will on the part of librarians, but more immediately to the wise 
ireGtion of Messrs. Jast and Savage and the untiring patience and 
taétful activity of Mr. Guy Keeling. Our readers know that Mr. 
Keeling has actually had to rest owing to the effects of overwork. 
This ow a it is quite clear that the demand for more must be 
tempered by a willingness to work on the part of the critics. The 
Association is only an embodiment of the membership; what the 
members want of the Association they must give to it. 
* * * * 

We do not ogise for returning to the question of wireless. 
The B.B.C. referred all their listeners to the 
public library, and the Library Association has provided i 
courses which the B.B.C. have printed in their “Aids to Study 

hlets, that which accompanies Dr. William Brown’s leures 
on mind being a particularly valuable one. Perhaps it is super- 
fluous on our part to say that the opportunity for libraries is unri 
It would be little short of disastrous if the books named in these 
lists were not available in the average Public Library. We understand 
that Mr. Basil Anderton has found that the influence of wireless on 
certain classes of reading has been most marked. It is possible to 
prove this statistically, and librarians would be helping the general 
Study of reading if they were to keep account of results that follow 
the issue of any of these pamphlets. It is to be premised, however, 
that libraries do take all the publications of the B.B.C. and harmonise 
their book stock with them so far as possible. 

* * 

One of the immediate questions before the librarian is the 
increasing traffic of the streets and its effe& upon library work. If 
borrowers have to cross great main roads or busy sections to reach 
their libraries it is probable that they will do so as infrequently as — 
possible. Work with children is especially influenced by the traffic 
monster. Large towns here and there are facing up to the provision 
of more distributing centres on the American plan to be served by 
a motor service. Even towns of moderate size are placing libraries 
in schools in outlying distri€ts, and are not waiting for Education 
Committees to supply funds for this work. The children’s department 
at a central library can serve directly only a relatively small proportion 
of the children in a large town. 

dit 

We were amused to read an attack in this connexion on the 
telephone service, which is part of the Croydon Libraries Information 
Bureau work. The London Correspondent of the Birmingham Daily 
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Poft, who delivered himself of this diatribe, appeared to think this 
work, which was begun a quarter of a century ay at Cardiff, was new ; 
he did not even know that for some years it been done in his own 
city. No doubt he felt that the business of the library was to supply 
books. In that every librarian agrees, for activities that are 

to a library cannot be justified unless the book stock is commensurate 
for the normal demands of the people. 

Another point in library service which comes under scrutiny 
from time to time is the library leCture. The profession is divided 
definitely upon this question, and it is indeed difficult to say what 
results accrue to le€tures. Undoubtedly most people who attend them 
regard them as an entertainment, and direé results are not very visible. 
Probably the work can be overdone, but it is specially desirable that 
it should be discussed now when so many agencies seem to be catering 
for this sort of service. 

* 

We fail entirely to agree with a contemporary who argues that 
discussions on library technique are valueless. His firm assertion 
that they tend to cease is probably true, but that it should be so is 
merely unfortunate. The library profession is improving its methods 
every day. Not one live library, surely, is working on the methods 
of 1919. The Library Association, when it has set its affairs in order, 
must become a power house for the improvement of technique, for 
the study of methods of reading, for the training of librarians in a 
teal knowledge of current literature, and for the promotion not 
merely of standards of library service but for standards of remuneration. 
All this should be systematised. Occasional debates or expressions of 
indignation have no abiding value. What is needed are regular 
centres in the Association w these things have regular study. 


* * 


The London and Home Counties Branch of the Library Associa- 
tion is to be congratulated on the programme of meetings which it 
has arranged for the winter. Heretofore it has been found difficult 
to fix upon a day of meeting generally acceptable. In the old days 
of the Library Assistants’ Association the riment was tried, with 
some measure of success, of having meetings alternately on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays, but the experience of the Library Association under 
the old regime did not bear out this success. Mr. Bolton announces 
that Wednesday has proved to be the most acceptable day generally 
for London meetings, and in order to meet those who come from a 
distance the meetings will be held in the afternoon one month and in 
the evening the next. 

The first meeting dealt with the future of the Library Association, 
and there will be others on the progress of the union catalogue of 
London reference libraries and other important subjeés. The 
admirable practice of an introductory address from the Chairman 
on the library situation at the moment, which prefaces each meeting, 
is to be continued. Other branches might well consider whether 
this—which we know is done by them sometimes—should not be 


a regular practice of theirs also. 
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A New London Library 


By E. R. McCotvin. 

Ours is the of co-operation and mutual self-help, and one of 
the ways in which this spirit is evident in the Public Library world 
to-day is the broadening of the outlook of the ordinary librarian. 
Previous to the Great War, shall I say, and the foundation of the 
Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux and the 
wonderful work of the Central Library for Students, the municipal 
librarian lived happily or unhappily unaware of the vast resources of 
the impo meee sgene libraries, in the belief that the corporation 
libraries of hi and his colleagues were the only “ public ” libraries. 

Now all this is changed, and through the work of Colonel 
Newcombe and his colleagues every accredited member of any 
municipal library has the advantage of the use of the resources of 
these specialist collections, and from another point of view a closer 
poe up and interworking between these libraries has become 


One of the most in ing of the groups of public, although 
not municipal, libraries is that of the Education Libraries of London— 
foremost among which are the London County Council Education 
Library (which now contains 45,000 works, all dating from 1919, and 
which it is hoped will be able to move into new premises in about 
1931) and the Polytechnic Libraries. It is to one of these that I want 
to draw your attention—the Library of the Regent Street Polytechnic. 

Like many other public institutions, the work of the Polytechnic 
grows faster than it is possible to supply commodious ‘po and 
although our founder, Quintin Hogg, recognised the educational and 
recreational value of books and the Polytechnic has had a library since 
1882, this work has been done under very great confinement. On 
the roth of October Her Majesty the Queen opened a large extension 
in Great Portland Street, and owing to the relief of the congestion 
of the Regent Street building thus afforded it has been possible to 
build a new library in the main building. The building, which is 

lanned to accommodate both Open Access Lending and Reference 
Be ts, is a large hall, lighted from the roof, which is of glass, 
and semi-circular in shape ;_ the eleétric light fittings have been specially 
designed—each shade being in the form of an octagonal star and 
representing five open books. The fittings throughout are of oak, © 
in its original condition, oiled and waxed, giving a we sg golden 
effec. the shelves have been fitted with Tonks fittings, and the 
mechanism and arrangement of the lending library counter is of the 
standard public library design. There is accommodation for about 
25,000 volumes on the open shelves. 

The scope of the library is quite wide, the public which the 
library serves being the students of the different schools, the boys 
of the Secondary School (for which there is a separate library) and the 
members of the Polytechnic—who form a comprehensive body of 
the public, bound together by common ideals, and the membership 
of the different clubs. Perhaps the most important d t of the 
Library is the Reference Department, which is specially equip to 
supply the needs of the advanced student, guiding him with all that 
he may require for thesis and higher examination work. The Library 
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is particularly strong in Literature (both English and Foreign) History 
and weed The selection of books has been made after consultation 
of the Heads of Departments. The Departments all have collections 
of books on their special subjeéts and advice as to additions to these 
libraries is given by the Librarian, and a complete union catalogue 
is available. Interchange between the main and the departmental 
libraries is in aétive operation. 

In the seleétion of the stock of the circulating library the aim 
has been to form a comprehensive and representative stock of fiction, 
and iterature of all kinds. B 
mutual co-operation it is hoped to be able to supply any book ired. 
All the are arranged by the Classification. 

_ There are also two magazine and periodical rooms under the 
care es the Librarian. 
is library is a new re in Polytechnic ativities—being 
larger and covering a more extensive field than any other Polytechnic 
library—and it is confidently expected that it will prove its usefulness 
and value to every other department of the Institution. As the value 
of the library—both reference and lending—becomes yet more widely 
known to specialized authorities, the work of the librarian will continue 
to increase. 


A Guide to Reference Books” 


A Gurpe to reference books, specially adapted for the use of British 
librarians, has been wanted for a very long time, and the librarian 
of the Signet Library, Edinburgh, has in the volume before us Dag 
his colleagues on an equality with their American brethren. He has 
brought together a remarkable series of reference book titles and 
there can be no doubt that a Reference Library supplied with the 
works selected by Mr. Minto would be able to deal with a very large 
majority of the problems (bibliographical and general) of its readers. 
If we have ventured in the following remarks to call attention to 
faults of omission and commission it is in the hope that the next 
edition of Mr. Minto’s work will be even more complete than the 


present. 

The arrangement of the work is by the tables of the Brussels 
with a few modifications. For instance, bibliographies are 
with their subject instead of being grouped at 016. We cannot, 

owever, a that it is well to group subje& biography at 92. These 
works would be much more useful with their subje&s. The works 
by EHitner and Fetis appearing on p. 215 are reference books for 
Musical History, not only Biography, and are sought for as such. 
In any case the work of Bermudez on p. 157 surely, according to Mr. 
Minto’s own principles, should be relegated to p. 214 and seétion 
92.7. One other general remark occurs to us: y in each section 
should the works be arranged alphabetically by the names of the 
authors? On p. 1, for instance, Bibliog. of Bibliographies, there 
are three sections grouped in one and the whole put into alphabetical 
order : 


* Minto (John) Rererence Books. A Classified and Annotated Guide to the 
Principal ‘arks of Reference. 4to. Cloth, pp. vii., 356. London: Library 
Association, 1929. 218. net. 
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I. SaSaeste of Bibliographies of Bibliographies, 
Il. Bibliographies of Bibliographies. Courtney, 


Stein, etc. 
general Bibliographies of Bibliographies are arranged in 

chronological order at once gee will suit his 
purpose, as follows : 

Petzholdt 

Vallee 

Stein 

Courtney. 

These remarks apply to the whole of the tables, but of course 
Mr. Minto sins in very good company, even the great Surgeon- 
General’s Catalogue arranging the subje& divisions in its di&tionary 
arrangement by authors and losing all the advantage of the chronologi- 
cal method. 

We are surprised not to find Reuss, Repertorium, in seftion os : 
Periodicals, Indexes. This work is an absolutely essential reference 
book, as it indexes all the important periodical literature of the 17th 
and 18th centuries. 

In 098 (016) Putnam’s Literary Policy of the Church of Rome 
should have been included, as although it is not brilliant it is the 
only comprehensive survey of the Indexes in English. 


Under 133.54 (016) we should have expected to find Kopp Die — 


ie and a cross-reference to Ferguson at pp. 118: 130. 

In Theology we miss Hurter’s great work on Catholic Theology, 
and Wadding and Sbaralea’s works on the Franciscans. Dexter’s 
History and Bibliography of the Congregational Church should 
appear on p. 54. 

At 325.3 (42) 016 it may be noted that the Royal Colonial 
Institute is now the Royal Empire Society. By the way, should there 
not be two volumes of the Library Catalogue. 

The second book by Dramard on p. 76 should have been placed 
with the general legal bibliographies, as in fa& it is a clue to the whole 
of the subject. 

Section 61 (016) is incomplete without Lucien Hahn’s Essai 
de Bibliographie Médicale. On p. 136 the Type Facsimile Society 
Publications relate entirely to Incunabula and should be with the 


works on that subject at 093. On p. 137 the latest and corrected - 


edition of Blades’ Caxton, 1882, is omitted. At 655.1 (48) the first 
author’s name is misspelt—it should be Klemming. A curious confli& 
of classification occurs at p. 141: 655.32 and 655.53 are both Book 
Illustration and there is one entry under each number. On the same 
page we note that there is only one work on Lithography quoted, 
and that on the history of Lithography in Holland. Shades of Pennell ! 
In the Art section it is difficult to see why the series of works by 
Algernon Graves are placed under Art Galleries and Museums. If 
not of the history of Painting, and British Painting at that, what 
are they ? Under the heading of Greek Coins on p. 152 the excellent 
— book by B. V. Head has been left out. The section on 

usic is rather amusing, especially the on separate instruments 
hich axe in Vielin, on which thane walle 
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quoted, and the Bagpipe, also with three entries, but, and here is the 
sting, each one of the three Bagpipe entries has a descriptive annotation 
but only one of the Violin entries is treated similarly. Mr. Minto 
must be a Scotsman! But are there no reference books on the Piano, 
the Organ, and above all on the Saxophone ? 

On p. 170, the Grolier Club volume of English Writers from 
Langland to Wither should occur before the three-volume series from 
Wither to Prior. 

Schweiger and Fabricius might have been included on p. 188, 
to cover Latin Classical and Later Writers. 

One or two curious omissions of subje& headings may be noticed. 
There is apparently nothing on Hungary or Hungarian literature. 
Something might have been included on Hebrew printing, and cer- 
tainly a Yiddish diGionary and a history of modern Yiddish literature 
should be found. 

We hope that these few suggestions will be taken as serious 
contributions towards the next edition, which will certainly be called 
for. Further we might suggest that the little handbooks of the 1 
S.P.C.K. hardly rank as reference books, and also we would like P 
Mr. Minto to consider whether he has not overbalanced several 
sections with Scottish material. One or two sections would be 
distinGly better for the aid of a — in the subje& and perhaps a 
few more of the great forei dbiicher and Wérterbiicher on 

rt. 

The work is produced in very good style and on good paper. 
We have noticed a few misprints and although the setting is 
complicated the printers ap only to have gone wrong with the 
indentations on one page (179). R.A.P. 


A.S.L.LB. 


A.S.L.LB. has published the Report of Proceedings* of its Sixth 
Conference, and judged by that is a sturdy infant. A conference 1 
with an attendance of 217, excluding Staff, is not a negligible one in 
mere quantitative quality, and it is to be remarked that only 14 of 
those in attendance were municipal librarians or representatives of 
municipal libraries. Morover, the total membership lies between 
350 and goo. In the field of technique it is a body of experts who 1 
seem to be amateur librarians, in many cases proposing new, sometimes 
circuitous, methods for what professional librarians have done years 
ago. This is all to the good as it ventilates again things too often 1 
taken for granted. 

On the financial side things are not too roseate; there is a 
credit balance of £14 13s. 4d. on an income of £1,610 10s. 9d.; but s 
the income includes a Carnegie grant of £500. A.S.L.I.B. therefore 
is unable to meet from its own resources its expenses to the annual 
amount of £485. There seems still no adequate reason for the separate 
existence of this Association ; but there is every reason why its good 
work should be continued, its officers retained, and its individuality T 
maintained, as a se¢tion of the Library Association. A saving of at 
least one-third of the total expenditure could, we think, be made. 


* Published by A,S.L.1.B., 26, Bedford Square, London, W.C.1, 5s. — 


Biographies 
EACH 2/6 NET 


GARIBALDI the Liberator 
By S. Sruarr Srarrrrr, B.A. 
Telling the romantic story of a 
hero as fearless as a lion, up- 
tight, unselfish, and generous. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
By Henry Wrrners. The life 
Story of this champion of free- 
dom is here forcibly told. 


LIVINGSTONE the Pioneer 
By S. Sruarr Srarrrrt, B.A. 
Of the many books about Liv- 
ingstone none, we think, has 
been written in such a delight- 
fully readable and fascinating 
Style as this. 


KITCHENER: 

Soldier and Statesman 
By S. Sruarr Srarrirt, B.A, 
Showing what manner of man 
Kitchener was in his private 
life, and how he achieved his 

ing position in the 
hearts of men. 

JOHN BUNYAN 
By the Ven. Archdeacon A. R. 
Bucktanp, M.A A satisfying 

iéture of the man and his work, 
i g with his time, his career, 
his i works, 
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THE ROMANCE OF FLIGHT 
By G. GrsparD JACKSON. 
The complete and 
Story of the air from the begin- 
ning of flight. 5/- net 
THE WORLD'S LOCOMOTIVES 
A fascinating, comprehensive 
& non-technical book. 3/6 net 
THE RAILWAYS OF GT. BRITAIN 
Dealing in a popular way with 
their rise and progress. 3/6 net 
STEAMSHIPS 
Their history and their deeds 
from 1791 to the mod- 
erm marvels. 3/6 net 
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Both Associations seem to benefit from each other. 
conference volume, which is admirably edited, it is shown 
chairmen of meetings included Mr. B. M. Headiear, Mr. M. 
Cashmore, Dr. E. E. Lowe and Dr. E. A. Baker; rg ky 

were Dr. W. Bonser, Mr. Edward Green, and Mr. G. H. T. 

ons—all well-known in the older librarianship. And other 
connexions are visible throughout. Librarians who are members 
omer in some degree find A.S.L.I.B. 


emphasized the difference in purpose of the two associations; but 


Useful things emerge throughout this Report, which we repeat 
is singularl wa done, and is most table to the profession as 
a whole. paper read for Monsieur Paul Otlet, who we regret was 
kept away by i , gave facts that deserve repetition. mass 
of material t with in the international bibliography is immense, 
“Tt is estimated that twelve million books have been published since 
the invention of printing. Two hundred thousand are produced 
annually, besides seventy-five thousand periodicals. There are four 
hundred international associations.” We lose no opportunity of 
impressing on our readers the immense importance of the ideal of 
M. Otlet, and of the — value of the great Classification Décimale 
now in process of publication by the Institut International de Biblio- 
graphie at Brussels at about 25s.—a wonderfully cheap work, which 
we sincerely hope for the credit of British librarianship is going into 
every British library. We are not surprised that some special lib- 
rarians—amongst them most prominently Dr. S. C. Bradfor ieve 
that the study and application of the Brussels classification would 
advance library midets in this country, and especially the classification 
of special libraries, far more than the making of new and special 
classifications. An elaborate exercise in “new scheme making” 
formed the matter of one paper, “An Index System for Published 
Business Information,” by E. T. Elbourne and H. G. T. Cannons, 
and is published here with a commodity code, a document register, 
a subje& index, and an author index. Good but surely superfluous 
labour. Dr. Bradford remarks, “I think it is incumbent upon the 
author of any new scheme to show in what respeéts existing codes 
are deficient, and how his scheme is superior to these.” We agree— 
whatever may be the merits of the new work. 

We gave last month a summary of the principal papers. We 
add only that some of them have information of real value apart 
from librarianship, as an excellent brief paper by Albert Parker on 
wi raw gy and one on “ Technical English” by E. Worsley 
Ashcroft. general library interest are Dr. Bonser’s “ The Ideal 
Form in which a Journal should be Produced, from the Librarian’s 
Point of View,” and Edward Green’s “ Information Service of a 
Public Library.” 


Al a capital Our remarks about A.S.L.1LB.. 
quasi janship is the gainer by its work, 


it may | necessary to | course, 
every report we receive goes to = = 
Ridley’s pleasant , and the discussion that followed it, on the 
training of the speateh Shendithy revealed only that the really successful 
special librarian was first a librarian and secondly a technical specialist. 
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and its or is good and the devotion and ability of Mr. 
Bullock and his staff undoubted. But every one of its activities comes 
definitely within the charter of the Library Association and economy 

same ground ; and a new association cannot expec an older, more 
universal, one to relinquish any one of its charter privileges. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear SAPHENES, 
OursELVEs. 


Your name as intervener in our famed correspondence is unknown 
to me, albeit welcome. I do not know you, or the processes of your 
mind, or the library in which you work—if, indeed, you work in 
one. And that is as it should be. There are folk in our profession 
who go about the world enquiring who is Zenodotus ?_ who Eratos- 
thenes ? who myself? To whom the reply is surely: if these men 
(ourselves, of course) wanted the repute and the blame (although I 
don’t mind that, personally) which attach to this correspondence, 
we should attach modern names to our Letters. We do sor desire it ; 
we desire just that freedom and frankness of discussion which are 
almost impossible when names are known. 

So Mr. Savage has been holding forth, rather too pessimistically 
I think, on 

Tue Furure THE ASSOCIATION, 

and the faé recalled one to your letter. It is rather a pity, my new 
friend, that he has not bed ttaken a reply to you; he can do it 
with a delicately acerb direftness and an assurance based on virtue 
which would make you feel uncomfortable. I always advise critics 
to leave him alone unless—as is seldom the case with critics, myself 
included—they are quite sure of their ground. But, to return. 
I am thinking a field or so ahead, of the feraze of the Association ; 
but my eyes are now fixed on its present. I simply do not agree 
that the L.A. is or can be “a one man show”; but it is definitely 
no longer a London society in any sense. Twenty years ago or won 
rE Hulme said, at a meeting when curiously Mr. Savage was 

omen on the evils of the Library Association, written by himeett 

ward McKnight (gone, alas, these many years), in which they 
pore Londoners to become a Branch and not arrogantly to assume 
that they were the Library Association—as I say, Mr. Hulme said 
that the centre of the Association was where the sap ran strongest, 
and that of course was London. You will note what was the then 
ArtiruDE oF Mr. SavaGeE— 
he had left London and didn’t like being away, said J. D. Brown at 
the same meeting. It was that London was really not so important 
as it habitually thought it was. But then, you mus See 
London meant Brown, MacAlister, Hulme, Tedder, Jast, — 
Herbert Jones, Pacy, H. D. Roberts, Burgoyne, Doubleday, eddie, 
Rae, Mould, C. F. Newcombe, A. W. Pollard, Aldred, Chennell— 
outstanding It was a to which Mr. 
seemed rather the sru a game-cock facing a 
SSregeb sumne you Londoners are very small beer to-day. Who 


« 
i 
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is great amongst you? The of the profession flows stronger in 
our Provinces (up in this North-West corner particularly). So was 
1 thinking, when a letter from my dear friend, McSneickel Isaacs, 
reached me this morning. His ad is somewhere betwixt Tweed 
and Dee, as you possibly would not have gathered from pre cose 
It is somewhat in “ braid Scots,” but in mercy to you I’ve i 

it into more civilized idiom :— 

“ Havers ! 

An’ Pll be saein’ it agen! It’s muckle sense ye have to speir o” 
amalgamating the Scottish Library Association wi’ yer Southron body. 
Library Association! We ken mair sense than tae dae onnything 0’ 
the sort, a’ the best minds o’ the profession now being north of the 
Tweed.” Well; what do you wink of that, Saphenes? It gave 
me furieusement a penser; especially when he added, “ ’twad be mair 
to the point if the Library Association amalgamated wi’ the Scottish 
Library Association”; and proceeded to give cogent reasons. 
He said—I translate his wo: “Your President is one of the 
Crawfords, Balneil, one of the finest of Scots; the Chairman of your 
Council is the descendant of Robert Bruce, the noble Earl of Elgin ; 
the Chairman of your Executive Committee is the distinguished 
librarian of Glasgow; and your Honorary Secretary, a Scot b 
adoption, is so in the intervals of being President of the Scottis 
Library Association. Even your Honorary Treasurer, by no real 
fault of his own, seeing that the Almighty is verra carefu’ whom He 


chooses for the honour of being Scotsmen, while not a Scot, is Irish. 


Never an Englishman in the running of your Association! Even in 
London Mr. Stewart is a Scot, but as we in Scotland don’t want 
even our own influence localised in London we turned sim off the 
Council !—and I’m fain to believe that Mr. Berwick Sayers gets his 
name from a town which is as much Scotch as English, and more so. 
No, my friend, England is in a parlous condition.” 
Thus the good McSneickel Isaacs. London, then, is 
A Way OFF 

from the present centre of things ; and even the English provinces 
no longer count greatly in the affairs of the Library Association. 
Your objection at the Annual Meeting appears to have been direéted 
to the firm chairmanship of Colonel Mitchell (one more Scot), but 
he had no alternative. At an Annual Meeting the Standing Orders, 


to which earlier Annual Meetings must have agreed, say that no. 


motion can be raised unless notice has been given. So—why run away 
with “‘ the one man show ” notion ? What do you think of the letter 
I have quoted and the position it shows in this connexion? It seems 
to show that the Library Association is under a very definite influence ; 
but I am slow to believe that it is so. Going back forty years to my 
early twenties, I remember we always declared that we were 
GovERNED BY CLIQUES 
who y had ulterior and not too desirable motives. As I 
der, although I have never served on the L.A. Council, I 
to take a somewhat broader if still intensely critical view. 
It is not the number and origin of the persons who rule us that most 
concern me, but their efficiency. This view, to my mind, disposes 
entirely of the fear of too narrow a Council basis. Is what we have 
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efficient ? if it isn’t, use every eleGion 
to get rid of it. policy than this is mere grousing without 
ultimate sanity. But, wherein will be efficiency in the Library Associa- 
tion? We have access to its threshold; we are reorganizing our 
house and opening its doors wide so that all who care for libraries— 
nay, for literature—may come in. That is taking time ; and there 
have been obstacles which Mr. Savage and Mr. ing have sur- 
mounted at great expense of body and of spirit; and with this work 
Rather should you admire it. After that, 
er, 
Mucu ts To Comes, 
although we must, even as our grey hairs grow thinner in the waiting, 
—e slowly and steadily. You are obviously young, since you so 
much resemble in your eagerness the L.A.A. lads of the nineties, 
who sought a new world on a pound a week, or less, with a roseate 
enthusiasm and a belief in human progress and perfeétibility which 
are found only in the gloriously young. You will desire with me, 
to say that the Library Association must do more than set its house 
in order; it must set Standards in a€tual library work, and point to 
new methods of progress. What has the L.A. given since the Great 
War—now over ten years ago, remember—in the way of leads in 
library nem, g? remedial legislation to improve what was left 
undone by the 1919 Act? to stabilize and improve library incomes ? 
to advance the material interests of librarians? to improve library 
technique ? Here and there at branch meetings a useful paper has 
been read. What else ? 
Ercereras—Poetry AND Music. 

So you see, my friend, there is a palpitating and immense world 
of activity awaiting the young librarian a has the dream, the nerve, 
and the industry. Are you he? Don’t tell me you have no chance 
because a “clique” is in your way. Genius overcomes these things, 
if you possess it. 

Eratosthenes was to have written this month, but when I saw him 
last week he said he had no time. He was engaged to the whole of 
his intelletual strength in his third reading of Bridges’ Teffament of 
Beauty—that miracle of the veteran Poet Laureate; and had spent 
three nights (so he said) over the greatest work of music for the 
organ ever written by an Englishman—Ernes Austin’s Pilgrim's 
Progress. 1 am still on Bridges’ work myself, but I was so startled 
by his estimate of Austin’s music—of which I knew nothing—that 
I got an organist friend to play some of it for me. Now I am not 
sure that Eratosthenes is not right. But did you ever hear of this 
colossal work of Ernest Austin’s ? I sought about, and learned from 
Grove that Austin was born just over fifty years ago; from rumour 
that at Queen’s Hall, London, a great combination performance of 
his Song of Apollo—an exquisite cantata—is to take place in February ; 
and then my daughter played over the other night some Ste//a-Mary 
Dances, to any dances of Edward German—and I had known 
nothing of him or them. How is it so difficult for a great composer 
to become known? We ought to have his works in our Libraries ; 
that’s why I mention him here. It y concerns the future of 
the arts in England that some of us be aware of their existence. 
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However, I knew nothing of Delius until a month ago, or, I knew 
his name—but there was none of his music on my shelves. So I 
sat in sackcloth and ashes for a while, and then rose and tried to do 
ee And for one of these I thank 


Well, salve et (for the present) vale, friend Saphenes. 
CALLIMACHUS. 


We do not bold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of 
“ Lerrers on Our Arrairs.”—Editor, Toe Lisrary Worp.]} 


Personal News 


Miss E. M. Talmey, Library Clerk, to be First Assistant, Hove. 


Library Topics 


Blackburn 

Mr. R. E. Hart, M.A., who for the past two years has contributed 
loans of books to illustrate early printing, has followed these up 
by arranging an Exhibition of Book Bindings. As this supplements 
the loan colleGtion of a similar kind received from the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, the two colle&tions have provided a special opportunity - 
to art and other Students to study the craft of binding and leather 
decoration. 
Burnley 

The Burnley Library Journal, No. 7, contains an interesting 
article on Burnley, with a Bibliography written and compiled by 
Miss E. M. Hayes, the Assistant-in-Charge of Colne Road Library. 


Finsbury 
The O&ober Quarterly Guide for Readers contains a very fine 
list of additions to the Libraries in all branches of knowledge. The 
work. 


Fulham 
The Libraries’ Committee is making a determined effort to 
na ine of fiction i uring past few years, mainly 
owing to the ee eee serious reading. During the 
summer many out-of. books have been discarded and some 2,000 
worn-out volumes replaced. 


Hammersmith 

An interesting list of Lantern Le@tures to be given at the Central 
Library has reached us. These Letures are given on alternate Monday 
evenings from October 7, 1929—March 17, 1930. A brief Reading 
List in conneétion with each le@ure is contained in this lis. 
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Islington 

Islington have arranged a useful series of Le€tures and Celebrations 
for the months October—December, 1929. Some interesting Talks, 
etc., have also been arranged for the Juveniles. 


Kent County 

The Education Committee have just issued a Music Catalogue 
in connection with their now famous County Library Service. The 
Catalogue is classified under the Dewey Decimal Scheme Extension 
that was extended by Mr. Lionel R. McColvin, and appears in his 
book “ Music in Public Libraries.” 


Lambeth 

The Durning Branch Library, Kennington, S.E.11, has recently 
been converted to the “ Open Access” system. Structural alterations 
have been necessary; the room formerly used as a Lending Library 
has been fitted up as a Reading Room, while the old Reading Room 
now accommodates the Lending Library. This change-over was 
rendered necessary by the faé& that a more spacious room had to be 
found for the latter a The change has also involved extensive 
alterations to the lighting and heating systems, floors, windows, 
etc., etc. The Lending Library is supplied with new fittings through- 
out. Radiating book-cases allow the Staff supervision over all parts 
of the room. This department will house nearly 20,000 volumes. A 
separate enclosure is provided as a Juvenile Library. In addition the 
Stocks have been carefully revised and obsolete books weeded out 
where necessary. Approximately 3,000 books have been re-bound 
and 3,000 new books added. 


Leeds 

Lists of Books on Mothercraft, Historical Fiétion, and an 
Invitation to Use your Library, are a few of the Pamphlets issued by 
Leeds this month. 

The Commercial and Technical Library Bulletin for October 
contains a comprehensive list of Books on Banking and Credit. 
This forms the second part of the List of Books available on “‘ Financial 
Economics and Banking.” As they state in the introdudction, “ The 
rise in the Bank Rate and the proposal to set up a Committee of 
Inquiry to consider the relationship of Finance and Industry in all 
its aspects, makes the appearance of these Bulletins of exceptional 
interest.” Wo Lasts on. 


Liverpool 
No less than 77 leétures are in the programme issued by the 
Liverpool Corporation Free Libraries. 
Manchester 
An i ing note on the career of Mr. Harry Fostall, this 
year’s President of the Manchester and Distri& Library Fellowship, 
eee As the writer says, “ it seems 
unnecessary to write of one who is so well known.” There 
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on success 


Newark 
An interesting piece of publicity work was recently carried 
out by the Chief Librarian of Cilserap Public Library. This took the 
form of a Book Exhibition, and was held in the Showroom of the 
Se Se The exhibit consisted of a batch of 
books recently added to the Libraries. These were displayed in their 
attraGtive publishers’ jackets and aroused considerable interest. 


Norwich 

and well annotated list of additions recently added to the Library 
A feature of the good work carried out by Norwich Public Libraries 
is the ative co-operation with local Professional Societies. 


Sheffield 

Books and Readers, Lectures Worth Hearing and Books Worth Reading, 
together with a list giving particulars of all the most prominent 
Scientific, Library iol Musical Societies in Sheffield, has just been 
issued by Sheffield Corporation. 

When we consider that the Sheffield staff does not exceed 60 
members it is amazing the amount of work and the number of 
adtivities that are brought to a successful issue. 


Swinton and Pendlebury 

Mrs. Margaret Bailey Saunders, the eminent novelist, contributes 
an interesting article in this month’s Library Bulletin, entitled “ The 
Muse of Bricks and Mortar.” 


Wallasey 
A Sele& Reading List of Books on Pageantry Costume and the 
Stage is contained in The Reader’s Guide for O&ober. 


Reports 
BrrmincHam Public Libraries.—67th Annual Report, 1928-192 
Population, 219438. City Librarian, H. M. i F.L. 
Rate, 2}d. Income, £60,520. Stock: Lending, 298,511 ; Refer- 
ence, 347,476. Additions: Lending, 35,904; erence, ets 
Withdrawals, 10,218. Issues: Lending, 2,965,998 ; 
Room, 868,693 ; ; Reference, 211,646. 


ve and valuable additions, totalling 2,645 items, were made to the manuscript 
colleétion in the Reference Library. The rie Of the Leading Libearics 
is now completed. 


— the use of the 

first building's by the The 
new to be © many years 

library at Handsworth is to be ssmeddied. 


7 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4,782; Xtra 7997 fancnes, 24. 
_ The libraries suffered a great by the death of Mr. Walter Powell, their 
Chief Librarian, who had been associated with them for close on forty years. His 
| 
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Crorpon Public Libraries—Reading in Croydon: An Account of a 
Year, 1928-1929. P tion, 214,800. Chief Librarian, W. C. 
Berwick Sayers, F.L.A. Rate, 2jd. Income, £15,161. Stock: 
Lending, 122,440; Reference, 29,462. Additions: Lending, 
12,418; Reference, 1,113. Withdrawals, 4,997. Issues : Lending, 

Borrowers, 50,884; Extra 


Gallery.— Annual Report, 
1928-1929. Population, 482,600. City Librarian, R. J. Gordon. 
Rate 2.766d. Income, £35,642. Additions to stock, 15,570. 
Issues: Lending, 298,092; Reference, 69,921 ; ial and 
Technical Library, 23,909 ; Branches, 1,556,276; Juvenile Reading 
Rooms, 212,584. Borrowers, 50,855; Extra tickets, 17,689. 


in a much greater use being made of this 

was also reorganised. It is 

SS The libraries have become an “ Outlier” Library 

Library for Students, and loaned fifteen volumes. 

Liverroot Public Libraries.—76th Annual » 1928-1929. 
Population, 803,118. Chie 7 . Shaw, M.A., 
F.L.A. Stock: Central i 
Reference, 214,302; Commercial Library, 5 
7,860. Additions, 41,580. Withdrawals, 36,145. 

Lending, 366,320; Branches, 2,555,972; Reference, 417,147. 
Borrowers, 103,168. Branches, 16. 
reciation ic it is most gratifying 
Report to be yeeued by Mr. G. T. Shaw, who has now passed 
of Liverpool. A new Branch i 
ildings at Edge Hill and 


in the Museums was about 1,500. Man iti 
to the Art Gallery which attraéted 215,649 visitors during the year. 
Mancuester Public Libraries.—77th Annual » 1928-192 
Population, 755,900. Chief Librarian, L. S Jast, F 
Rate, 3.03d. Income £82,199. Stock: Lending, 368,685 ; Refer- 
ence, 267,457. Additions: Lending, 41,162; Reference, 6,856. 
Withdrawals, 33,690. Issues: Lending, 3,368,254; Reference, 
316,025; Technical and Science Library, 117,011; Commercial, 


106,522. Borrowers, 116,809 ; Extra tickets, 111,095. Branches, 25. 
A ion from the Committee was sent out to America to i 
of the mogt recent library buildings there, in view of the difficult 


: tickets, 26,788. Branches, 4. 
=f A full year's work at the Ashburton Library has contributed largely toward 
~ y Library to serve as a Store and cataloguing rooms. Provision is being made for 
- the establishment of a branch library to serve No . Fifty volumes were lent 
-' to other libraries through the agency of the Central Li for Students. A total 
slat of 338 leétures, dramatic readings, story hours and musical evenings were held 
during the year. 
Branches, 20. 
eee The Committee are of opinion that the book stock is far from satisfaGory. 
it Having been, in the main, in existence for several decades it must of necessity have 
logt much of its freshness and appeal. The Committee sincerely hope that in the 
: next few years they will be itted to increase eS 
a an extent which will allow of the revision of the beanch Abeary @ocks in sotetion. 
The reorganisation of the Commercial and Technical Library last year has resulted 
4 
f 
P " oad will be y for occupation before the end of the present year. 
Gs mercial Reference Library is doing invaluable public work. During the Winter 
% months 74 free le€tures were delivered to a total attendance of 43,947. The ave 


contributed 
of a new Central Library and 
has been apparent 


raging cs. 
Sketch and 21st Annual Population, 40,000. 
Librarian, Richard Halliday Lending, 22,875 ; Reference, 
13,827. ‘Additions, 1,496. Withdrawals, Sor. Issues: Lending, 
247/591 5 ; Reference, 37,232. Borrowers, 7.495- 

The past year saw the attainment of its majority by the Torquay Library, 
and the Chairman of the Committee, the Rev. J. Charteris Johnston, has written an 
historical foreword to the above Report. The reverend gentleman has served on 
the Committee continuously since its intment in 1yo7. The Library has 
made great Strides and the issues recorded year are 200,000 more than those of 
the first year of opening. The extension of the library building is now an absolute 
necessity, and it is hoped that this work will be commenced immediately. 


Book-Sele€&tion Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


Ruwue (Otto) Karl Marx. His Life and Work. Translated by Eden 
and Ce Paul. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 420. London, 
Allen and Unwin, 1929. 15s. net. 

A great Study of a great man. Conveys an idea of what Karl Marx’s outlook 
on life was and how his teachings bear on the pressing problems of to-day. 
MacNatry (A. Salusbury) A Book of Crimes. Illustrated. Demy 

8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 328. London, Mathews and Marrot, 1929, 

12s. 6d. net. 

Another contribution to the literature of Criminology that has received so 
much attention during the past two years. The author deals with twelve crimes 
of the 17th, 18th — 19th centuries. 

McGee (John A.) Persuastve Speakinc. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xviii., 
300. London, Scribner, 1929. 6s. net. 

Deals with the art of speaking, gives valuable hints on how to make contaé 
with your audience and how to hold them. A most useful book. 

Bian (W. Reid) Inthe Zoo. Representing Twenty-Seven Years 
of Observation and Study of the Animals inthe New York 
Zoological Park. With a Foreword by Madison Grant. 
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have to be solved in conneétion with the equipment of the new Central Library. | 
Copies of their Report have been published. colleen of on ins bons 
be kept together in a case specially designed for purpose in the new building. 
Sites for two new branches are now engaging attention. The Chief Librarian 
leGtured to many hundreds of children during the “ Young People’s Week” 
organised by the Lord Mayor. Special talks were also given in the Young People’s a 
Rooms at the libraries. 
SHEFFIELD Public Libraries.—Reading in Sheffield: Annual Report 

for 1928-9. Population, 515,400. Chief Librarian, J. P. Lamb. 
Rate, 2.93d. Income, £29,010. Stock: Lending, 144,211; 
Reference, 62,447. Additions, 30,021. Issues: Lending, 500,796 ‘ 
Branches, 1,325,887; Reference, 95,016; Commercial and 
Technical Library, 27,463; School Libraries, 37,523. Borrowers, ; 
79,820; Extra tickets, aa. Branches, 8. 
Through the munificence of Alderman J. G 
Gallery has been made possible. The need fora 
ti sity which is b re 
Libraries system commenced in 1921. Two more branches are in the course of 
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mesg igen 4to, cloth, pp. xii., 196. London, Scribner, 1929. 
Tos net. 
An book the author’s and observations of 
wild te in the 
Lurz (E. G.) Practical Art Lettering. A Treatise on the Construétion 
of the Symbols of the Alphabet. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, boards, 
cloth back, pp. 194. London, a 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 
Explains the various ways of forming and 


of Lettering 
Modelling and Sculpture. A Praétical Treatise for 
tudents, with a Brief History of the Art. Illustrated. 8vo, 
London, Batsford, 1929. 18s. net. 

Theatr, ws Heed Mater of Cais Boncater, bs 

twen' teaching experience 

work must acquired for every public library. 

Sxort (Ernest H.) The Painter in History. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, 

. xii., 470. London, 50S. net. 
very valuable contribution to . The author deals 
should be acquired for the Reference Department of every iene. 

BrvstEaD (Herbert E.) The Furniture Styles. Illustrated. 8vo, 
buckram, pp. = 194. London, Pitman, New and Revised 
Edition, 1929. 6d. net. 

published originally in 
1904. Contains a new chapter dealing with “ Modern ”’ Style. 

Cots (G. D. H.) Politics and Literature. 8vo, cloth, pp. 160. London, 
Hogarth Press, 1929. 38. | 6d. net. 

PR of Political Literature from the 17th Century 
to present 

Wore (Humbert) Notes on English Verse Satire. 8vo, cloth, 

. 158. London, Hogarth Press, a 38. 6d. net. 
author attempts to argue that the present day stands in trem 

a satire revival. He begins with a note on satire, and takes us through the various 

ages from Chaucer to ourselves. 

Hose (Charles) The Field-Book of a Jungle-Wallah. Being a Des- 
cription of Shore, River and Forest Life in Sarawak. Illustrated, 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. viii, 216. London, Witherby, 1929. 
12s. 6d. net. 

wa. 

Suarp (Henry A.) An Historical Catalogue of Surrey Maps. 4to, 
wrappers, pp. 56. Croydon, Public Libraries Committee, 1929. 
s. 6d. net. 

This work was originally undertaken by Mr. Sharp as a Thesis for the 
Diploma of the Librarian Association. It is undoubtedly a very valuable 
contribution to the history of the County and is a compilation that Croydon 
should be especially proud of. 
(Katharine) Queen Elizabeth. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, 

a 9 264, x. London, Knopf, 1929. 12s. 6d. net. 
Gums The book also deals 
with those contemporaries who were closet her, viz. Burghley, Leicester, Essex 
and Mary Queen of Scots. 

Arruur (Sir George) King George V. A Sketch of a Great Ruler. 
Illustrated. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 360. London, Cape, 1929. 
10s. net. 

A Study of His Majesty and his relations with political, social, naval and military 

matters. , 
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THE FASCINATION OF OUR RAILWAYS. 
“MERCURY.” 8s. 64. net, post free 4s. With 37 full-page Plates, 56 Illustrations, and 
Illustrated Prospectus tion. 


-nigh irresistible 
to ‘Smith minor and his honourable brotherhood of critical young ay students '—to whom 
i | compared with 


opportuni ge inside. 
, but this strikes us as far and away 
the best we have been fortunate enough to meet.”—Teachers’ Times. 


CLAY. A Story about Boys. 
By E. A. HUMPHERY FENN. |. net, post free @s. 64. 
and 


t. 
is decidedly good. It is well the t 


By THe Same AvuTHor. 


THAT WHICH SHALL FOLLOW. Talks to Boys 


With a Foreword by the Bisuor or Wootwicn. 1s. net, post free 1s. 3d. 
“ We can commend them to all who have to talk to young boys. — Education. 


KATINKA’S TRAVELS TO THE HIMALAYA, 
AND “FOX” OR “A DOG’S LIFE.” 


Two Srortzs ror CarLpren. 
By “ PETER SAGE.” Illustrated by Tempest. 2nd edn. Ss. post free 4s. 
children .. . full of happy, interesting touches . . ital pictures.” 


— British W 
HALF-HOURS WITH SHAKESPEARE. 
} A GEORGE PHILLIPS. An Introduction to the Study of Shakespeare’s Plays, for the use 
Pupils. With 1 — nglish Actors. 
‘se 


BALE, SONS & DANIELSSON, Lid., 83-91 Great Titchfield St., London, W.1 


BOOK BARGAINS 


Send for Christmas Catalogue No. 336. 
Illustrated Books, Gift Books, Art Books, Children’s 
Books, Travel, Biography. 

All Books in Brand New Condition. 


W. Heffer & Sons,“ Cambridge 


THE PETTY CURY BOOKSHOP. Tel. 862. 


NOW READY 


THE REVISION OF THE 
STOCK OF A PUBLIC LIBRARY 
By W. C. Berwick SarYErs. 

With three plans. Cloth. Crown 8vo. 
5s. net. 

GRAFTON & CO., Corric House, LONDON, W.C.1 
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Admiral Sir Reginald Custance. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, ma 


xii., 308. London, 15s. met. 

The author, well-known as “ T: sketched the careers of five famous 
seamen with masterly skill. We in the book of the cones of Ea Se Vincent, 
Lord Cochrane, Capt. Marryat, Lord Fisher and Lord Chas. Beresford; sea dogs 
all, who helped to make and maintain Britain’s sea supremacy. 
Srrmncer (H.) China. A New Aspeé&. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 240. 

London, Witherby, 1929. 12s. 6d. net. 


Honey (C. W.) Kenya. From Chartered Company to Crown Colony. 
Thirty years of Exploration and Administration in British East 
Africa. With a Foreword by The Rt. Hon. W. G. A. Ormsby 
Gore. Illustrated. ed 8vo, cloth, pp. 256. London, 

most difficult natives in the British Empire. 

FICTION. 

Anpry (Adrian) Shakespeare’s Own Romance. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pP- 296. London, Stockwell, (1929). 7s. 6d. net. 

attempt to fidtionalize the life of Shakespeare. 

CuicnesTer (John Jay) The Silent Cracksman. A Deteétive Story. 
cn 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London, Hutchinson, (1929). 7s. 6d. 


The fory of a master of a thousand disguises who is saved in tight corners 
by his fertile and unerring brain. 
Cxamp (H. M. E.) Stained Glass. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London, 
Hurst and Blackett, ( (1929), 7 7s. 6d. net. 
People who live in an blue and rose light are apt to be dangerous, 
There are no exceptions. 
Fercuson (W. B. M.) The Riddle of the Rose. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
p. 312. London, Jenkins, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 
murder takes place in the very midst of a traffic jam—and is none the less 
exciting for that. 
Fiercuer (J. S.) The Wrist Mark. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 314: London, 
Jenkins, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 
The murder of Colonel Engleden, learned archzologist and a rich man, leads 
a young and ambitious barrister into exciting dangers. 
Hix (Warren) The Thumb-Mark. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 284. London, 
arrolds, (1929). 7s. 6d. net. 
ve interest amid the Berthillon system. 
KeEnnarp (Coleridge) Public A Novel. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 252. London, Knopf, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 
novel of queer contrasts, diplomats and gardens. 
Krrentn (C. H. B.) Death of My Aunt. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 248. 
London, Hogarth Press, 7 7s. 6d. net. 
How do the tions of a m vitim behave ? This Story answers 
the question. 
MarsHAtu (Ian) The Strange Case of Vintrix Polbarton. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 316. London, Nelson, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 
The mySterious death of a woman. Was it by means of poison or not ? 
Norris (Kathleen) Red Silence. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 336. London, 
1929. 7s. 6d. net. 
A Story of jealousy and triumphant love. 
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PoRCHER F, Wickham) Gloom Creek. Frontispiece. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. v., 222. on, Appleton, 1929. $s. net. 
Life on a Wyoming ranch, varied by aviation and a “ book corral.” 


Ratu (E. J.) The Flying Courtship. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 312. London, 
Nelson, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

A quaint and amusing in which intrigues at the White House and other 

Rosstns (Tod) In the Shadows. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 184. London, 
Mathews and Marrot, 1929. 6s. net. 

A grim and even tragic domestic Story. 

Stnctamr (Upton) The Millennium. A Comedy of the Year 2000. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 246. London, Werner Laurie, 1929. 78. 6d. 
net. 

A forecast, describing a time when multi-millionaires rule the world. A 

Scrope (Mason) The Man with the Big Head. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 
286. London, Wells Gardner, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. 

A murderer prefers to choose his viims among millionaires. 


WrEN ival Christopher) Soldiers of Misfortune. (Cr. 8vo, 
Eyes 432. London, Murray, 1929. 7s. 6d. net. P 
A novel of high adventure and ing, in which the hero endeavours to 
live up to his family motto: “I Saye and I * 


Central Library for Students 


Tue Final Report of the Royal Commission on National Museums 
and Galleries recommends that the Central Library should receive 
an annual grant of £3,000 to enable it to perform “ certain funétions 
of a national character,” i. “(a) the supply of bibliographical 
information; (b) the promotion of the Ou System of hanes: 
and (c) the preparation of a union catalogue.” 

The volume of “ Oral evidence ” contains the text of memoranda 
submitted by the Trustees of the Central Library for Students, the 
Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, and the Library Association. It 
contains also the evidence given before the Commission. 

mission should recommend that the Central Library be given a grant 
out of the National Exchequer, it is unfortunate that the amount 
they suggest should be so much less than that recommended by the 

tal on Public ies. — 
appear to fail to e importance ¢ supply o: ks 
a national peachy from the supply of sah hical and 
other information. ile the latter is undoubtedly of — 
importance, it is also equally important that the book fund of the 
Central Library should be sufficiently large to meet all reasonable 
demands for the supply of otherwise unobtainable books. Boone | 
cannot rely altogether upon the Outlier Libraries (however 
this valuable system may grow) for the supply of such books. Lat 
year, with the exercise of the utmoét economy, they kept their expendi- 
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ture on books down to £2,785. They should be in a position to spend 
at least double this amount, and could usefully spend treble the 
amount, if they were supplying the really expensive books which 
they now so have to refuse. 


A Programme for the Library Association 


Tuts was the title of Mr. E. A. Savage’s paper at the reg ce meeting, 
1929-30 session, of the London and Home Counties Branch of the 
Library Association, held at the National Library for the Blind, 
on Wednesday, O&ober 23rd. 


It is to be etted that time was not found for its delivery 
at the Brighton erence. The opportunity should have been 
made, and it was unfortunate that the delegates in attendance were 
not given the opportunity of hearing, discussing and taking away 
for mature consideration the ideas of the Honorary Secretary of the 
Association as to its future policy. Mr. Savage is to be congratulated 
on a far-seeing and Statesmanlike survey of the lines of possible develop- 
ment of the Association, and he must be commiserated with that, 
being denied the larger audience of the Conference, he was greeted 
with an unworthily sparse attendance of London librarians at the 
Branch meeting. The address should be printed in full and given 
careful consideration by every member of the Association. 

A definite policy is more than ever important, and it is vital that 
such policy should be fully understood by every individual to whom 
the welfare of the profession and movement is of paramount concern. 
The sooner the Eouncil formulates, enunciates and broadcasts its 
policy the better. Unity may mean power, but there is a very real 
danger that unless this power is directed by a clear-cut policy it will 
be diffused and dissipated in sectional aétivities. The Association is 
making rapid strides towards the unification of all library interests, 
and it is a matter for congratulatory satisfaction that its Hono 
Secretary has given already i dase thn 
a policy. 


Mr. Sa visualised the Association as the central driving 
power of the whole library service, giving to it co-ordination, efficiency, 
power, and to those in it education and training, breadth of vision 
and inspiration. He deprecated a purely professional association 
with its limited appeal. 

The first step to a position of effeGtive power was the union of 
all forces and interests in the library world. Seven independent 
societies with much the same aim, independent yet interdependent, 
and, as he said, not antagonistic bu: ugneighbourly—these were the 
initial units to be fused into one whole. If you want to cure, firs 
find the cause of the complaint. Disunion sprang from a desirable 
ee, with an undesirable narrowness of interest and outlook. 

¢ appealed for breadth of vision in the conception of the association 
and a recognition by everyone of the interests of all, more smaller and 
local conferences, and aétive branches. 
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Another cause of disunion was the negle& to provide machinery 
by which the representatives of small libraries, the bulk of the members, 
could have a voice in the government of the Association, and obtain 

ter consideration of their problems. He advocated a periodical 
fi of selected books for county, small, and medium sized libraries, 
increased effort for regional library schemes, and an energetic demand 
for a Strongly established C.L.S. 

The Finance Committee was characterised as the radical committee 
of the Council. No finance, no policy, said Mr. Savage. One might 
well answer little finance, then, has meant little policy. I imagine 
the average member would rather have a definite policy to finance. 
The Carnegie grants are a temporary and diminishing help. An 
endowment fund of {£20,000 is necessary to a progressive policy. 
A successful termination to the membership campaign will bring in 

2,400 a year—without endowment a quite insufficient amount for 
operations of a vigorous Association. 


An ambitious but attainable programme for the Publications 
Committee was next delineated. He would like to see it a revenue- 
producing committee, with annual profits of {1,000-£2,000. Working 
capital is wanted and a much sounder = policy. It was 
pertinently put—every library textbook likely to return a profit is 
published by a commercial firm and every scheme which promises 
a loss is foisted on the Association. Praise was given to Leeds for 
their splendid “ What to Read” Series. If similar booklets were 
published by the Association they could be sold largely to libraries 
and the general public. It would be interesting to know how many 
libraries have been alert enough to place copies of this series on sale 
to their redaers. 


A monthly “ Record ” instead of a quarterly was a sound su: 
tion. Members should be reminded frequently of their Association. 
The monthly record should be supported by a “ Newsletter” from 
every branch. The poster policy of the Association was characterised 
as feeble, and the Honorary Secretary doubted the value of posters 
in a world which was one vast boarding. A first-rate travelling 
exhibition was suggested as possessing enormous potential . 
Permanent headquarters ; special investigation; enquiries into 
business side of library administration, were other projects visualised. 

On the educational side three university teaching centres, with 
an independent Board of Control, are necessary to a successful scheme. 
The geographical distribution of librarians ought to be no barrier 
to the higher training of them. Too true. Any educational scheme 
which debars the provincial assistants from a fair chance of its honours 
has little hope of success. 


Mr. Savage was enthusiastic about the uphill fight accomplished 
by the henstibien but far too pessimistic san the future. Lack 
of faith, exhaustion of spirit, was abroad. Well, some of the older 
members of the Association may feel that way. Its a peculiar state 
of affairs if true? The library movement throughout the country 
is virile as never before ; ee 
councils all over the country are developing and extending 
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library services, not with Carnegie but their own. There 
is plenty of life and vision somewhere, but if one believes the Honorary 
Secretary it is not percolating into the Council or the Association. 
Why? I was glad we were spared that futile gibe at the young men 
of to-day. 

On New Year’s Day the Association joins hands with over 
1,000 of the younger librarians of the country. There need be no 
fear that they will come as “a docile and uncritical body.” “ The 
future is theirs,” says Mr. Savage. “If they hope to achieve anything 
let them draw up a forward programme and press for its performance, 
and I hope that the first item in the programme will be the development 
of the Association with which they are now allied.” 

“To s trained librarianship in every library, to extend 
the benefits Pte Association to every library and librarian, to foster 
co-operation between librarians by means of regional schemes, to 
put the Association —— upon a sound cial footing by 
enrolling more mem and by winning for it an endowment, to 
eStablish ourselves in suitable headquarters, which will contain offices, 
meeting rooms, club rooms, and a library of our own ”—this is 
Mr. pe pi programme, and one must echo whole-heartedly his 
belief “ all this is a programme easy of performance if we are prepared 
to work for it unitedly, confidently, with unbroken determination 
to win 

A good discussion followed, in which Messrs. Walker, Sharp, 
Wright, Esdaile, Wharton, Gray, Hogg and Miss Rees took , 
Colonel Newcombe expressed the thanks and appreciation of the 
Branch to Mr. Savage for his inspiring address. Mr. Doubleday 
deprecated the pessimism of the latter part of the paper. The idea 
of an endowment fund was welcomed warmly. 


The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, November 
a7th at 3 p.m., at the Bermondsey Central Public Library, when 
Miss Exley, St. Marylebone Public Library, will read a paper on 
“ The Aesthetics of Public Library Interiors.” 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, The Library World. 
Str, October 10th, 1929. 

The Birmingham Public Libraries Committee recently decided 
that borrowers’ tickets issued by other library authorities should be 
accepted in Birmingham on condition that the other library authorities 
reciprocate. _ 

I shall be glad to hear from any Librarians who may be able 
to make reciprocal arrangements. 

Yours, etc., 
H. M. 

City Librarian. 
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Library Books Strongly 
Bound with Attractive 
Covers. 


W® can give you well bound books in attractive covers 
at ordinary prices. 
If you visited us at the Brighton Conference you will have 


been convinced that Chivers’ Bindings have Stood the test 
for over 40 years and are still second to none. 


The newest, best and most up-to-date improvements are 
incorporated in all our bindings. 


We paper lined the folds of weak paper over 20 years ago, 
and still do where it is suitable, but for some papers we prefer 
and adopt a better method. 


We have more than a dozen different kinds of sewing adapted 
to as many different kinds of paper. 


Very stiff, thick papers of which many juvenile books are 
composed we album-joint the leaves with a double guard— 
at no extra cost. 


It is a well-known fa& that a book bound by Chivers will 
give the service of two at no extra cost. 


Prices and particulars of leather and cloth bindings will be 
sent by return of post. A catalogue of 8,o00 fiction and 
juvenile books so bound, sent free on application. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 


Bookbindets and Booksellers 
PORTWAY, BATH 


ENGLAND. 


and Published for the 


Printed by Frank Jucxes Lrp., 30-31 Moland Street, Birmingham ; 


by Grarron & Co., 51 Great Russell Street, London, W.C.1 
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